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TO MY READERS. 



The following Tract was fir8t published in 1SG0, by " The La- 
dies' Religious Publication Society," of Albany. Largo portions 
of it bare been republished in several of our Unitarian Periodi- 
cals. Quito a number of ray lay and ministerial brethren havo 
assured me, that the tractset forth their belief very satisfactorily, 
And since it has been out of print, I Lave received many requests 
to publish a new edition. I therefore now give it again to the 
public, praying that it may awaken in the hearts of all who read 
it the desire, and incite them to theeudeavor, to become them- 
selves the dear children of God. 

Syracuse, Nov. 10, 1865. S. J. M. 



Price— Five cents single, forty-Bve cents a dozen, and four 
dollars a hundred. 



WHAT DO UNITARIANS BELIEVE ? 



Becaitsb we have no formula of faith— no system of doc- 
trines — no list of articled prescribed by Pope, Bishops, General. 
Assembly, or other human authority, which every one mast pro- 
less to believe, before he can be adiuilted to membership in our 
church — there are those who allege tu-U we, Unitarians, have no 
faith ; that we believe nothing, or that each one believes what 
he pleases. 

Other churches., it ia urged, deal belter \>y their members — in- 
structing them as to what they must believe, nay. famishing; to 
all who wish them, printed copies of the system of doctrines 
which those churches severally uphold ami contend for, as the 
'' faith once delivered to the saints,'' which every one must ac- 
cept in order to salvation. Nay, you may go to the bookstores 
and buy the volumes in which are printed the creeds of the 
Episcopal, Presbyterian. Methodist or Baptist sects— creeds de- 
vised and written out (some of them centuries ago.) by men ac- 
counted wise enough to determine what others, as wall as them- 
selves, ought to believe, and thereby secure to the churches, for 
whose edilication they were especially concerned, a unity of 
faith. 

Butif any one supposes that this end has boon attained, in either 
of the above-named churches, he ia much mistaken. Of course 
what the creed is, that either church prescribes, may be found, as I 
havesaid, in this or that prin led volume. But what Episcopalians, 
■or Presbyterians, or Methodists or Baptists individually be- 
lieve, you cult ascertain only by inquiring of them individually. 
And you will discover, if you can get the members of either of 
these churches to define to you their reul beliefs — you will dis- 
cover as many and great discrepancies between tliern, as between 
the members of the Unitarian church. It was publicly declared, 
not long ago, by an orthodox minister, then of the city of Syra- 
cuse, in the presence of hundreds who belonged to the orthodox 
■churches here, including several of their ministers — it was pub- 
licly declared, that " no Trinitarian can be found, who, if called 
upon to state his views, would state them precisely in the Ian- 




pnnge of the creeds of either l.lio Presbyterian or the Episcopal 
churches." Tofe declaration wac publicly made inilieci; 
Sy rin; i !•.-€•. in ilii' presence of hundreds, end never yet, so fur as I 
know, hus it been denied. It is notorious that certain doc- 
nines, explicitly staled in the above-named systems of faith, arc 
not now preached in those rim relics. And I tutve several times 
made the assertion, which I here repeat, thnt nothing would bo 
Boon pnt ply tbe Episcopal, the Presbyterian urnl other orthodox 
churches, as lor the 1% to the people 

the several creeds or articles of faith of those churches, and in- 
sist npofi their believing eiieh anil every article thereof in it* 
most obvious i-en-e, a* i| >• condi'ion of continued membersbip. 

1 urn utterly unable to discover the benefit, which ever li i 
or can be derived from a creed, prescribed by human authority : 
I l<u inula of faith ; a system of doctrines devised and concocted 
by uny niiin ov any Ml ol men, i" be enforced upon the assent of 
"tin-r men. nob ol whom baa an Inalienable right to thiol 
himself. Wore there linn- now. and were tibia the occasion.] 
would show t lut L many and Tery grave evils, gross b 

and atrocious orueltiea bare everywhere, and in all ages, I n 

the legitimate oflspring of this annmpuun of authority to dic- 
tate to liellow men what they mnM believe. 

But my purpose. »l fltlf litna Is to Inform those who wj»h tc 

know, what is the faith of Unitarians. Of course, I may not 

speak for all who hear this name : but for those only whose opin- 

beliel I do know, and ihcy are iir.mv. 

• '. W-. believe and insis.1 that each and every rational and 

moral being, mala sod female, is under the highest obligation to 

form Ids or dpi own "pinions about religion. Every one, wo 

hold, i- bound and therefore sboold be lefl perfectly free to 

after. !f haply he may Hod tho truth of God for himself i torn 

his mm creed, hi- nun body of divinity : hi- fullv persuaded Ifl 

his own niind as to what is true, on every ipiestion that may arise 

eating the character of God. the principle- of the divine 

got eii.riK-nt. iron's accountability, the design of lii» life in Ihis 

wo' Id. and his destiny in the world to come. There is no other 

subject "I" tl ght comparable to this iii iii. ■ ila-ri'fnre 

every one should be encouraged and urged to give all ih« atten- 
tion in ii he m iy b« able (ogive. Uy the study ol the Bible, and 
tbe WOlka and ilie providence of God. each one should itrlve to 
learn all lie may, of die mind, the purpose*, the will of tbe 
Heavenly Father, Ibal he may become an intelligent and obodi- 
enl child He should avail birasell of Ihe thoughts, the results ol 
tbe in, | u : rii ■-- mid reasonings nl others, so nil : Rod 

them profitable, lint be i- under no obligation wbatei 
cept ifce conclusions at wblcfa ihe tnigbl 
rived. If Ibej do not appeiir to his own mind and heart accord- 



ant with ibe troth and righteousness of God. lie who, in defe- 
rence to the authority of another, professes to believe what he 
does not see t<> i»t* true, baa hoodwinked bimseSf j or be has en- 
tered a labyrinth, In which lit' will n.t know whether ha ia going 
right or wrong. But be who reverently embraces whatever, in 
the best use of bia understanding, seems to bin true and right, 
shows his allegiance to God ; and he will not be Lef) to wander 
into tin- path of fatal error. 

We, Unitarians, believe with the ,-Vpnsile I' ml i Rom, vtii. 14,) 
that ■• i- many n» are led by the Spirit of God. they are the sons 
of God." We believe thai Jesus of Nazareth was led by the 
Spirit of God, more constantly uinl entirely than any u'herson 
of iikiii ; tli.it lie ie therefore called the dearly beloiwd -Son of 
God, and is the best teacher of true religion. We believe that 
the doctrines he preached, disclosed more fully than those of 
any other teacher, the character of God and his purposes re- 
specting man ; and that the moral precepts he gave vera more 
nearly identical with perfect righteousness, " the righteousness 
of God." Indeed we believe, that they only who hear and obey 
ilii- commandments of Christ, will be redeemed from all iniquity ; 
and that the world will never lie Blled with righteousness, peace 
and joy, tint 1 the cbildreo of men shall be trained np in the 
school of Christ, rather than that of Augustin e or Calvin — be 
taught to understand, and persuadadTo eTmtbTnT.T^riGi* princi- 
ples and spirit of '• the dearly beloved Son of God." 

All Unitarians believe that Jesus was one with God maspir- 
-toe Betise in which he prayed (John xvii. 21-23,) that 
all who shall be brought to believe on him, might become una 
•with him and the Father. We believe he was wholly devoted 
in God : was led always by Bia Holy Spirit, and had no desire 
but to do His will. We all believe that Jesus was not a self-ex- 
istent, but a created being, dependent upon and accountable to> 
the on.. Supreme, whom be often addressed as his Father and 
his i 

Many Unitarians are Arians. that ia, they believe that Jesus 
pre-existed ; thai he was an archangel, next in dignity to the 

Must High; that he appeared upon eartb In the perai I the boh 

of Mary, and led the life and died the death that is narrated In 

t.lio New Testament. Other Unitarians, probably the larger part 
of them, believe thai be was u man Nipernainrally born of his 
mother only, in accordance with the accounts given by Matthew 
and Luke, But there are many of our denomination who believe, 
as I do, that Jesus was the son of Joseph and Mary ; that the 
accounts prefixed to the Gospels of Matthew, inconsistent with, 
each other, are nol geimine, but were taken from tin- thousand 
:ve] lona stories which were invented in the second and 1 bird 
times of I lie t 'In isii. in era, to magnify, in the ej aa of the ig- 




sorant and credulous, the founder of the new religion, and di 
away the reproach of his crucifixion. 

But, whatever may be our differences of belief on this point, 
jwe. Unitarians, all agree, that it is not the physical or metaphysi- 
cal nature of Christ which most concerns, us, but his moral and 
religious diameter. We believe that he was the most excellent 
person who has ever lived upon earth; that he was a perfect 
(nun, holy, harmless, undefined. We believe, that in the highest 
degree he was the Son of God, dearly beloved ; because he was 
ui all times, in all things, led by the spirit of the Heavenly 
Father. We believe (hut he was tempted in all points like any 
Other man ; but that he never yielded to temptation. He did no 
-in. He was a man or sorrows, acquainted with grief; but he 
was perfected by his Bufferings, and not made by them, as to 
many are, peevish, discontented, rebellions. 

We, I'nitarians, believe that .testis is our great exemplar, set 
before us by the Heavenly Father, to be our pattern in all things ; 
that in him we see ■• the measure of the stature of the perfect 
man'* — " the mark of our high calling''— that "as he was holy, 
so are we called to bo holy in all manner of conversation." It 
is therefore a prominent article of the Unitarian laith. that all 
men ought lo act at all times as JeBtis would act in the same cir- 
cumstances. The best test we can apply to our own conduct, 
words, feelings, and to the comlm-i. words, feeling* of niliors, ia 
this : Would " the perfect man " act. speak, feel thus? And in 
estimating the character of men.and the regard in which they 
ongbt to he held in the Christian Church, we, I'nitarians,. believe 
thm we should consider ool the accuracy of their speculative 
opinions, "the form ol sound words" to which they may give 
their assent, bnt the degree of goodness which Is seen In their 
daily lives: the principles on which they set. »nd the feelings 
which the.i manifest En Ibel* Intercourse with tl»-ir fellow men ; 
moreover, the spirit width tley evince towards God. under the 
* irioai trying circumstances of life, prosperity ami 10U. 
Jes and sorrow, health and sic Km-.-, in abort, we, 1'nitarianH, 
believe that "he only who doeth righteousness is righteous ;" 
ha only whose character resembles Christ is a christian ; 
that lie oiil_\ loves dud, who loves his fellow men, who loves to 

n| tO BO good. 

Unitarians, moat if not all of ns. repudiate the orthodox do 
trine of Atonement, as it is explained by many— that men a: 
I'd by (he righteousness of Christ imputed to them, or 

transferred to their account in lie final reckoning with 

the Judge of all. Much more earnestly and utterly do we reject 

Others teach it— that God inflicted upon him. and that Jesus 

eniloi. il 1 1 1 r- pumthmtni due to all sinners for their native, original 

depravity, and for theiractual tiunsg res.- ions : and that In con: 
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eration of hi3 vicarious nirntaAmcnf, those are saved who believe in- 
and gratefully accept this propitiation. Most Unitarians, if not 
all. consider this dogma as most odious — animpiousRtigma upon 
ilic character of our Heavenly Father- Of course we most 
gratefully acknowledge that Christ suffered much for the redemp- 
tion of pinners ; (hat he gave his life on the ignominious and ex- 
cruciating Cross, that he might fix in the hearts of men those- 
truths, those principles— that faith, that hope, that love, which 
alone conld raise them above the trials and temptations of earth. 
But we believe, that, men are saved only so far bh they them- 
selves accept the truths and embrace the principles, which Jesus 
so impressively inculcated ; and acquire the spirit which the Be- 
loved Son of God manifested through life— and especially on the 
day and in the hour of his death. "We believe that men are 
saved, and enn be saved, only so far as they become themselves 
righteous in the sense and Bpirit of Christ's righteousness. 

We repudiate utterly the orthodox doctrine, that only a small 
portion of 1he human race are elected to be saved ; that theBe 
favored few were predestinated nnto everlasting life, before the 
foundation of the world ; and that all the rest of mankind were- 
foreordained to everlasting death, which means everlasting life 
in unalterable aud profitless suffering. We turn from such a 
proposition as from the blasphemy of demoniacs. UY believe 
that the gift of life was intended by the Heavenly Father to be a 
Blessing to every one upon whom He has conferred it ; that it 
may be a blessing to every one, in this present alate, who chooses- 
bo lo make it ; and that in the future state, those who have been. 
perverted misguided, depraved by the evil influences of this 
world, may be brought to a sense of their folly and wickedness, 
bv the retributive consequences— the shame and suffering they 
vill endure in the future life, and there may repent, turn to God 
and be accepted by him. 

We, Unitarians, believe that the consequences of transgression 
me evil, only evil, and that continually, both in ibis world and 
in Hie world to come. Sin is the poison of life, and it. is " the 
sting of death."' Sin is the only thing to be dreaded in time 
and in eternity- It is the abundant, source of all our misery. It 
obscures the light of the sun of Righteousness, and covers the 
benignant face of the Heavenly Father with a dense cloud, which 
men call ''the wrath of God,"' although we are assured He is 
unchangeable, ever the same tender, compassionate parent, 
"slow to anger," " ready to forgive,'" but too just, too holy, too- 
pure to overlook any iniquity. Benignant as God is, no sinner 
can ever stand before Him, bnt in shame and confusion of face ; 
fuul be must Cease to be a siuner before he can be happy in His- 
presence, that is. anywhere. 
We believe lhat "our all-wise, all-merciful Father in Heaven, 



can feel no mow displeasure, no more anger at our fins, than 
wisest and kindest parent ought to bet. I le cannot be stirnn 
lated to vi'iiiTi/jinc. fts tin- orthodox would have us suppnse, by 
any pride of place, or jealousy of his power. He will inflict no 
more Buffering, no more punishment upon any, than H la right wo 
fihonlil endure, until we repent. Mid return LO Him in entire obe- 
dience ul life and thought Indeed, many Unitarians hardly dare 
to pray, that any of the a • ■ of our Iniquities maybe 

averted from us. excepting upon onr true repentance, because 
we believe llial there is no more wise, no more merciful provision 
in the Divine Government, than that which has attached shame. 
suffering, punishment, to iniquity, transgression of any of God's 
law.-. err kind. It is by these consequences, by the bit- 

ter experience of some of them in tins life, and the fearful look- 
ing l' i in the life to con e are laiiirhl 
tial, ill" irri'coneihibli.', iln> eternal difference between right and 
I and evil. j in and holmees. 
I unitarian*, believe that there is nothing in this Life, ot 
life In come, to hinder (lie Salvation Of say one— nothing in tin: 

£if the Divine Nature, or the organization of the 
ivine Government — nothing to prevent the acceptance of any 
child of Adam, excepting his on-,, abna .■ and that whenever I 

repented of and forsaken, do earthly father evei received s 
returning prodigal more graciously, than the Heavenly Fall 
will n i bless the penitent sinner. 

Of course, consistently with what I have declared to b* 
faith, we, Unitarians, do not believe, as do our orthodox brethren, 
respecting the nature of mun : or rather, I should say. we c«n- 
BOl in liov« what ihc creeds of the Pre 

dn\ BCBta set forth on this Bubjc re, thai in 

eonseqaence of their rrsi our first parents "bet 

deiirl in sin,'' as the Presbyterian Confession oi faith deol 
"and wholly defiled In all the faculties and parts of soul and 
body." Nor do we believe. that ■■the gulll or tins sin was im- 
puted, and the same death in sin and corrupted nature was con- 
veyed lo all their posterity," ■• whereby we all are utterly indis- 
-iinl made Opposite t o all good, and wholly in- 
clined to all evil.*' We reject this as a horrible mist 
i led, and of the nature and BOndition of men. 

do believe thai in of Adam and Eve, 

and the sins or all parents since tbeir day, have Irmnsmitted to 

their offspring germs, whlob, if i pinto 

■Ve believe thai all the children of men are bom 

holiness, and liable to sin; with si 

iffections, passions, which adapt them Ui live in a 

Innocently it they will, all the good 

and pleasant things which here abound, and to discbarge all 






duties and exercise all the virtues, that here may be required of 
them ; but, at the same time, these properties of their nature are 
avenues to temptations, which, if not resisted, will mislead and 
corrupt their souls. 

We do not deny, but sorrowfully own, that a great proportion 
of the children of men in all aces have yielded more or less to 
their temptations; and, therefore, that sins and their sad conse- 
quences ever have, and still do abound in the world- The lusts 
of the Ilesh, the pride of life, the love of money, the eager deaire 
for power, envy, jealousy, revenge, have overspread the earth 
with crimes and miseries. 

This sad state of things, we believe, is owing, in a great mea- 
sure, to the incompetency, or the negligence, or the evil exam- 
ples of parents, or to their mistaken views of human nature and 
of education. We hold that rhe highest office which can be con- 
ferred upon human beings is the office of parents. Upon the 
faithful and wise fiillSlinenl. of its duties depends the welfare of 
mankind, more than upon that of governors, presidents or kings. 
or upon that of minister*, priests or bishops. If all fathers wB 
mothers were what fathers and mothers ought to be. Hie children 
of men would be also children of God ; communities would be 
like well-ordered, hippy families; the only law would lie the 
< lOldeii Rule ; and the will of God would be done on earth as it 
is done in Heaven. 

We, Unitarians, believe that the ignorance, sin and misery 
which abound in the world are, in another great measure, owing 
to the influence of false religions. Pure and undeliled religion 
— doing justly, loving mercy, walking humbly, keeping one's self 
unspotted from the world— is so noiseless and unostentatious, as 
well as difficult, that men have ever been found too ready to be- 
lieve, and priests and religions visionaries have encouraged them 
to believe, that something else might be substituted for the daily 
and hourly practice of all righteousness. I >utward observances; 
imposing rites and ceremonies ; costly sacrifices and oblations ; 
the keeping of holy days ; paying tithes ; performing pilgrim- 
ages; building churches ; contributing generously to the sup- 
port of the priesthood, or for I he maintenance of those who will 
compass sea and land to make proselytes — these things, and such 
as these, have. In all ages, in every country, and under every re- 
ligious system, been substituted for personal obedience to the 
laws of right action, fidelity to God nnd to man, in all things, at 
alL times. 

Notwithstanding the exceedingly plain and emphatic declara- 
tions of Isaiah, K/ekiel. Mieab and other Hebrew Prophets : not- 
withstanding the explicit, impressive preaching of Jesus Christ ; 
his Sermon on the Mount ; bta inimitable parables ; his prophetic 
description of the linal judgment, and more than all, liU own 
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perfect example, (tM people throughout Christendom Lave been 
misled by their priests and theologians into notion* respecting 
the way to avert ■!*•-* displeasure Mid conciliate the favor ol' the 
Most High, scarcely less false than those, which prevail in Ma- 
hometan and Pagan lands. 

The vast majority of" the people called Christian have been so 
perverted from the religion of the Gospel that they suppose their 
salvation and acceptance with God depends very much more 
upon their faith in the righteauanea of Christ than upon their 
own personal righteousness ;* very much more upon their assent 
to the creed which some church prescribes to them, than upon 
their obedience to (he commandments which Cod bath given 
them ; very much more upon their bnv ng been the subjects of a 
revival and bavins had a remarkable experience, than upon 
having always humbly nnd prayerfully endeavored to know and 
to do what the Lord requires ; very much more upon their strict 
observance of the Sab bath, their frequent attendance upon re- 
ligious meetings, Iheir fervency in prayer, and their seal In de- 
fence of this or that form of sound doctrine, than upon their 
living truly and beautifully in all the relations of life, ''denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, and living soberly, righteously 
and godly in ihe world." 

Now we, Unitarians, believe tliiit each nnd all of these substi- 
tutes for true religion — the pulling of Roman Catholicism, or 
[atsm, or Episcoputianisni. or Presbyterhvilam, or l;.ipii-m. 
or Methodism, in the stead of Christianity— ha* been, is, tad 
must be, disastrous in its influence upon tiie oharaatera, the spir- 
itual welfare and iriipnn enient of men, 

We believe that only those teachers of religion who insist that 
personal holiness of life and heart i.t the tm\ 
such are teachers of I lie- lohool Ol Christ : nnd Hint never, until 

people general ly are brought unfeigaedly to believe ibal this 

i ml obedience to God in all things is indeed the one thing 

.tal — never will that obedience bi /sought alter, 

and the education of children be so devised and conducted, from 

the beginning, as to develop the divine in them, and lend them 

to "seek first the kingdom or God and bta righl laneea.' 9 

Never.uni.il the health and life of each minV .-mil is shown 
and believed to depend upon hi- QOnfOfBHj ol himself to bis 
higheat ideas of right, will the tbougbl of right ajMlPM and 



"Tlie mast iKi|iiilnr .mil ulili' orluodnt prau bar in mi MM »•> 

to n ml • lwi /Tiiirni. y.inaiy yn 

i 
r. i-i uol dial wi -li ill In' v.iin. ool ili. ii «<• -li ill l-' i «illah, :i n ili ii 
I'nrnii I liuj- 

MJM i« wA kill' 'ill I /.y ivi.k'ilnrjt ,u ly m 
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maintain tint prominence in his regard, wbicb it ought ever to- 
have. 

We believe in tin* Crors ; upon it we behold the glory of oar 
Lord, bis spirit of entire self-sacrifice. Forne of us have put up, 
in and upon our churches, representations of the Cross, as the 
emblem foot of Unit righeousness wbicb is to be imputed to us, 
but) of that righteousness wbicb each one of us sdionld endeavor 
to attain to; a righteousness so true, so entire, tbat it would 
prompt and strengthen us to cut off a right hand or pluck out a 
right eyo, nay, even to give up life itself, rather than violate a 
principle of godliness; yes. sacrifice our bodies and all tbat we 
hold dear in life, rather than deuj the fuilb, sully the purity or 
darken the hope of our souls. 

We, Unitarians, believe in prayer. Tine prayer is the breathing 
of tie soul, Without it there is no spiritual life. It is the con- 
slant aspiration of the "inner man - ' to be continually renewed 
in knowledge and holiness, "after the image of Him that created 
him." But we reject niiich that is called prayer, Nothing is 
prayer but the sincere desire of the heart, "uttered or unex- 
pressed." Exercises of domestic, social and public prayer are 
doubtless very useful, when conducted in a right spirit. But the 
prayer meeting or the church assembly is not the place to which 
we go to satisfy ourselves whether any men are truly religious. 
The mere decorum of the occasion would keep most persons 
there " seeming to be religious." We would go rather to the 
places of men's business and pleasure. We would observe them 
in their intercourse with their fellow men and women. Wo 
would know on what principles they act iu trade, in politics, in 
plnces of amusement: how they deport themselves toward their 
superiors anil their inferiors, those they are dependent on, and 
those who are dependent; on them. We would see ihem iu their 
Lours of recreation, when unwitbheld. and consider how far 
their love of pleasure carries Ihem. Still more must we be in- 
formed of their conduct in their domestic relations, whether they 
fulfil well the paramount duties tLere— the conjugal, pareutal, 
filial and fraternal. 

We believe that it is not what a man may profess or preleud 
to be, that should establish his claim to the Christian name, but 
what be is seen and known to be. in all those relations aud in- 
tercourses, which try and prove "what spirit he is of." 

These are some 6? the things that Unitarians believe. We do 
not, however, set Ihem forth as a creed; we have not arranged 
tbem. into a system of faith, which everyone must aceept aud 
assent to. in order to bis salvation. We dare not prescribe any 
form of words, which our lei low men must subscribe to, or elBfl 
be damned. Some dear children of Cod may believe more. 
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some may believe less than we do. "Let every one be fully per- 
suaded in his own mind. : ' 

Without, therefore, dictating to others precisely any set of ar- 
ticles, as essential to be believed, we only insist, that they must 
believe that or those things, which shall incite, guide and 
strengthen them "to deny ungodliness aud worldly lusts, and to 
live soberly, righteously and godly in this present world ; looking 
for that blessed hope, the glorious appearing of the Great God ; 
and of our Savior Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us. that he 
might redeem us from oil inUpi'iUj, and purify unto himself a pe- 
culiar paople, zealous of good works/' 
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